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Scholarship Purpose:  

To encourage economically challenged high school seniors to pursue STEM studies in college. 

General Guidelines: 

· Funds will be paid into an account at an accredited institution of higher learning, providing 2- or 4-year degrees.  The maximum award will be $2,000 scholarship per student.

· Scholars must be planning to major in STEM (science, technology, engineering, and math).

· Funds may be used for summer college prep courses.  

· Funds are dependent on grants to UCM and are not guaranteed after the first year.

Eligible Students:

· US Citizen or otherwise legally eligible to work and study in the USA

· Senior in good standing at Mt Vernon High School or West Potomac High School

· Plan to enroll full-time or part-time in a course of study related to STEM

Other Criteria:

· Evidence of Leadership 

· Confidence in dealing with challenges

· Community service or work experience

· Goals/task commitment

Once Awarded:

Payment of scholarship awards will be split between the Fall and Spring semesters. Scholars agree to share their grades with UCM and Battelle within 5 days of posting.  Payment of the Spring portion of the award is contingent on maintaining a 3.0 average in the prior semester. 

A UCM Scholarship Mentor may be available for students to receive additional referrals and support during the year.  More information will be provided after the award of scholarships.

Battelle-UCM Scholars are expected to participate in a few special events, designed to introduce them to Battelle and the work world of STEM, as well as to bring them together in support of each other.
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Who’s Eligible?
Students are eligible to be considered if they:

· Are graduating from Mt. Vernon High School or West Potomac High School in 2015;

· Are a citizen, national or legal permanent resident of the United States;

· Will enroll at a local, accredited college or university in the Fall of 2015 as a part-time or full-time, degree-seeking, first-year student with a plan to pursue STEM studies in college:  science, technology engineering or math; 
· Have demonstrated active participation in community service, work, or other activities;

· Meet the Federal Pell Grant eligibility criteria; and 

· Have completed and submitted by the deadline all required forms: application, reference from a school counselor and a reference from the student's work, community service or extracurricular activities.

Pell Grant Eligibility
Students must demonstrate eligibility for the Federal Pell Grant Program as part of their financial aid package for the 2015 academic year. Students must submit a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) to the U.S. Department of Education, Federal Student Aid Programs. Students are urged to file a 2015 FAFSA at their earliest opportunity. The 2015 FAFSA form is available at www.fafsa.gov. Pell Grants typically are awarded to families that demonstrate significant financial need. 

To determine eligibility, a student should meet with a high school counselor or college financial aid officer. It is recommended that students submit the FAFSA as soon as possible online at www.fafsa.gov.  

Battelle-UCM 2015 Scholarship Application 
UCM’s College Scholarship program encourages youth to attain higher education, with a focus on STEM (science, technology, engineering, and math) and its potential for future employment success.  Battelle-UCM Scholars are expected to:
· Prepare a budget of expenses with the help of UCM

· Meet with other UCM Scholars in a supportive focus group

· Exhibit dedication to education and employment success

If selected as a Battelle-UCM Scholar, in return, UCM will provide a Battelle Scholarship of up to $2,000.  UCM also will provide additional resources—such as employment preparation and placement—to youth as they move forward in higher education and in seeking employment.

Final selection of Battelle-UCM Scholars will be conducted by a team of volunteers. This Selection Committee will use the application and related materials to assess experience, motivation, and potential of applicants. All decisions are final and at the discretion of UCM. UCM reserves the right to ensure Scholars represent the general population of the High Schools represented.  
Please complete all sections of the application.  The deadline for submission is April 10, 2015.  Applications may be made via email to scholars@ucmagency.org or by mail or hand delivery to:  UCM Scholars, 7511 Fordson Rd., Alexandria VA 22306. All applications and references must be received in full for consideration. 
Section 1 – Personal Information of Scholar Applicant+
Name:       
Date of Birth:      

Address:      
Cell Phone:      
How do you PREFER to be CONTACTED: Phone?:        Text?:      
Email?      
Email address:      
Parent[s] Name and Address:      
Parent[s] Phone Number and Email Address:      
EMERGENCY CONTACT [name, phone, address] if other than parent[s]:      
What language did you first learn?            Ethnicity?         Gender?         Citizenship?*      
+ Information in Section 1 is NOT used to select applicants.  
*Students must be US citizens or have appropriate visas that allow them to work in the United States.
If you are accepted as a Scholar, you will need to provide your Social Security Number.
Section 2 – Academic Information

Name of High School:       
Current GPA:      
SAT/ACT Scores:      
Math Level: Highest-level already completed with a grade of 'C' or better:       

Science Level: Highest-level already completed with a grade of 'C' or better:      
English Level: Highest-level already completed with a grade of 'C' or better:      
Computer Level: Highest-level already completed with a grade of 'C' or better:      
Have you been accepted into a college or university?  If so, please provide the name/location:       
If not, please provide the name(s) of schools to which you have applied and when you expect to hear back:      
Section 3 – Short Essays

ON SEPARATE PAPER, please answer the following questions. Maximum word count:  500 per question.

A. What course of education do you plan to pursue?

B. How do you feel that UCM can help prepare you for success, both in your intended major and in general?

C. How will you finance your college education and what difference will a scholarship make to those plans?
D. Describe a personal accomplishment, what you overcame and what strengths and skills you used to achieve it.

E. Explain how you have helped your family or made your community a better place to live. Provide specific examples. 
F. Is there any other information that we should know about you? This is your opportunity to include information that is not contained in other areas of the application. Please be specific.  
Section 4 –Financial aid information

Choose either Dependent or Independent Student Status * 
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Household Size in 2014 *  
- Adults     
Youth [under 18]      
Household income in 2014   $     
· Attach a copy of your Pell Grant Application 
Signed by applicant:

I affirm that the information provided in this application is true to best of my knowledge.   I give UCM permission to verify the accuracy of this information. 
______________________________________________
             ______________

Signature of Applicant






Date

______________________________________________
              ______________

If under 18, signature of Parent(s)




Date

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Submitting your application

Please submit the following to be considered for UCM’s  Battelle scholarship:

1. Copy of Acceptance Letter, if already accepted

2. Copy of Pell Application

3. Completed Battelle-UCM Scholarship Application Form
4. Two letters of recommendation, from a high school teacher or work experience and from a counselor

For counselor use:  Please submit a copy of the applicant’s transcript and a copy of ACT/SAT scores.

This application is due by April 10, 2015. 

Return applications to:  scholars@ucmagency.org OR UCM Scholars, 7511 Fordson Rd., Alexandria VA 22306. Please direct any questions to scholars@ucmagency.org. 
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